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" Douglas “L> Whesler's ‘commentary - o5 |

" "“Four ways to improve America’s foreign in-:

' charged to-estimate present. available. spe-|.

*.* . The whole problem of government support | -
~.for the study of critical foreign areas has only

- 8uage and International Studies in the United

~j§ati0nalintei‘e$ts.-.’-§§' < S I
.. Concerning: Professor Wheeler’s sugges- | -

-area and‘intematicnallstudy_ centers were es~

- 2pplicability of the work of the OSS (Office of | -

_ .S‘trategic Services).during World War II, con-| -

2+ vinced many of the need foran interdisciplin-| - . -
_-ary-organization at universities: for training|. .

_telligenge’f!-gonta_ms A number of valuable’
.Suggestions, ‘including how money should be
Spent on foreign intellig’enceanalysis. o

frécegtl(y;,rgceivgd;rene\ved attention by the |-
President’s. Commission. on_ Foreign ‘Lan-|

States- and ‘the:National "Target: project””-

ton-that an area study institute or a similar
str_u_c'ture-bq established; it can only be said| .-
that'in part'this was the basic thrust when| .-

tablished-“after<World. War. II, “at- various;

American universities.“The. high- quality angs
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‘area specialists,”es

| mentssince World War I1 and the frgent need
- forstudies in support of the national strategic.

Deeds of the United States in the foreign field;| -
:to my mind it is imperative that a'centralized

- Tesearch organization, especiaily oné stress-

ing long-téerm studies of social; e"cpnonﬁ_c_,-and‘

-+ ‘political impact, be established by the United |
. .States government on the model of the R&D
branch of World War|Il OSS. Let rmie stressi]

'sponsible*for imme&liate {,intelljgé‘r'gci_éj-’but
. .rather it must:concentrate on:leng-termi, in=
. " .depth studies of the type OSS R&D-produced’
" with: suchsuccess and: utility: during- World
War e SS9 e
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_area specialists, and,: those who-were trained '
did not find appropriate jabs; especially.dur-{

- ingthelastyears.. | . .

|

I

Such:a research organization should riot bé re-

* George W: 3
Professor of Geography|
University of Texas;
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pecially “after "thé R&D| -
-branch of 0SS was almost dismembered aiter |
the war. Unfortunately, many. of these area i)
‘centers were never properly funded, more of-
- ten than not specialists' were-not trained-as
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